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Over the centuries 

a number of 

different birds have 

used various 

buildings and other 

man made 

constructions as a 

place to site their 

nests. Some birds 

such as Swallows 

and Swifts have 

become totally 

dependent on our 

constructions. 

 

Times have 

changed, and 

continue to 

change, new 

methods of 

construction, new 

materials, and the 

continuing 

alterations that are 

being made to 

older buildings are 

making life harder 

for these birds. 

 

In this document 

you will find some 

ideas about what what what what 

you can doyou can doyou can doyou can do, either 

by using some of 

these practises or 

by modifying them 

to suit your 

individual situation. 



 

 

 
 

 

When renovating 

old houses and 

other buildings it 

is often the case 

that a large 

number of 

existing places 

that have been 

used by birds 

disappear. 

 

If you can try to 

leave a few small 

cavities when re-

pointing these will 

be used by birds. 

 

Cavities can also 

be created and 

there is no reason 

for this to cause 

damage to your 

house if you line 

the inside with a 

lime or cement 

based render. 

 

These can be 

made into a 

decorative feature 

for your house, 

there are some 

ideas on the left, 

but be creative, it 

will add to the 

attraction of your 

home. 



 

 

 
 

 

There are also a 

number of different 

ways to create 

artificial cavities 

and spaces when 

building new 

constructions. 

 

Special blocks are 

now available when 

building a “block” 

wall, or you can 

simply punch a 

hole in a normal 

cavity block and 

then make it look 

attractive when 

applying the 

render. 

 

It’s very easy to 

create spaces 

when building a 

stone wall and 

these will be used 

by a number of 

creatures besides 

birds. 

 

It’s normally better 

if you can leave a 

small drainage hole 

or two in the 

bottom. 



 

 

 
 

 

All manner of 

unused spaces 

can be made 

available with a 

little thought, 

simply isolate 

these spaces 

from your living 

areas with 

“creature” proof 

materials. 

 

The diagram of 

the box fitted to 

the inside of an 

aperture can be 

adapted in size to 

suit various birds 

including Barn 

Owls. 

 

Remember that 

the best direction 

for any bird box is 

facing east or 

south east and 

never in full sun 

or total shade 

and always out of 

the reach of cats. 

Ideally you should 

avoid using 

treated wood for 

bird nesting 

places, chestnut 

if kept dry is 

rarely attacked by 

insects. 
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Chevêche 

d’Athèna. 

Little owl. 

 

Effraie des 

clochers. 

Barn owl. 

 

Hirrondelle de 

fenètre. 

House martin. 

 

Martinet noir. 

Swift. 

 

Hirrondelle 

rustique. 

Swallow. 

 

Huppe fascièe. 

Hoopoe. 

 

Bergeronnette 

grise. 

Pied wagtail. 
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Rougequeue noir. 

Black redstart. 

 

Rougequeue à front 

blanc. 

Redstart. 

 

Faucon crècerelle. 

Kestrel. 

 

Mèsange blue. 

Blue tit. 

 

Mèsange 

charbonniere. 

Great tit. 

 

Moineau 

domestique. 

House sparrow. 

 

Moineau friquet. 

Tree sparrow. 



 

 

 
 

 

These are the 

types of bird box 

that are available 

if you don’t have 

an appropriate 

space in your 

buildings, 

although there is 

no reason why 

they shouldn’t be 

incorporated into 

a structure.  

 

You could also 

easily make them 

your self at 

home, but if you 

treat the wood, 

check first that it 

is safe. 

 

Use the 

dimensions that 

are shown, and 

use the guidelines 

for where and 

how to place 

them. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone requiring 

further information can 

contact the LPO in 

Vienne. 
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OOOOr r r r for more 

information in English 

you may contact via 

the website for: 

 
http://www....planetepassion.com  
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